A study of risk factors in patients placed on specialty beds.
Air-fluidized and low-air loss beds have become common throughout the United States. Many studies have demonstrated the efficacy of these beds in the prevention and treatment of pressure ulcers. Determining which patients truly need this therapy and which could have positive outcomes with other pressure-relieving or pressure-reducing devices can be difficult. The purpose of this research was to examine medical diagnoses, total Braden Scale scores, Braden Scale subscores (sensory perception, moisture, activity, mobility, nutrition, and friction/shear), nutritional levels, and comorbid conditions among patients placed on specialty beds for prevention and treatment of pressure ulcers. A retrospective chart review of 47 patients who used specialty beds during an 18-month period was used to determine factors that were clinically significant.